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History of the Juvenile Justice System
According to Neubauer & Fradella (2018, p.26), before the American Revolution, the United States criminal justice system followed England’s Common Laws. That also meant that children who committed crimes were treated as adults, imprisoned in the same jails, and sentenced to the same punishment as adults regardless of their age. In fact, in 1646, Puritans in Massachusetts enacted a statute called the "Stubborn Child Law" that made child disobedience a capital offense that even allowed the death penalty to be an option of punishment (Sidman, 1972). Such an advance raised lots of concerns that triggered many debates that were held by a group of individuals referring themselves as “child savers” and the lawmakers who after back-and-forth conversations entered into a consensus on how young offenders would be treated. This paper describes how juvenile justice system was established in the United States. 
By the 1800s, "child savers" and many who were disenfranchised women, had already decided to fight for the rights of the young offenders (Getis, 2000). They pushed further for laws to be created to save the children who were suffering in adult prisons. A city like Chicago responded to their demands by starting debates on creating a separate justice system for young offenders. While this showed some real progress, other cities decided to take a different direction to establish reformation centers dedicated to transforming young offender's behaviors. 
Reformation Centers
Social reformers such as Lucy Flower, Julia Lathrop, and Jane Adams went ahead to spearhead the effort to get the legislation for children's courts after observing the conditions children who were jailed alongside adults in the late 1800s were exposed (Getis, 2000). They wanted to create a fundamental change in how children were treated under the law with the Juvenile Court Act. Instead of regarding the children as criminals, the child savers wanted the justice system to consider them as "young people who needed guidance, but not punishment." Therefore, instead of punishing them, they wanted the justice system to rehabilitate and support them in ways that would change their behaviors. 
In addition to that, they wanted the law to make their punishment less severe and make their case proceedings less formal and closed to the public, ensuring that the system protected young offenders' rights to privacy and their confidentiality. By so doing, they felt that the system would secure their future life rather than having it damaged. 
As previously mentioned, child saver's efforts bore fruits when the system decided to establish institutions for juvenile offenders.  The institutions were focused on providing education on life and trade skills, with the primary focus being to change juvenile criminal behaviors. An excellent example of such an institution is the New York House of Refuge, established in 1825 (Peirce, 1869). The institution was used as a reformation center where delinquents were adequately supported to prevent them from turning into lifelong criminals. 
Formation of Juvenile Courts
Even after establishing reformation centers, the child’s savers did not stop there; they pushed their efforts further, wanting the criminal justice system to develop courts that would deal with juvenile cases. In 1869, the first juvenile court was established in Chicago (Getis, 2000).  The court was not a regular court as it had no jury but a judge. Among the first judges in the juvenile court was Julian Mack, who advocated for the aspect part of how the justice system should treat young offenders. Deducing some of his comments, he said that "a justice system should always make a young offender feel that he is the object of its care and solicitude (Mack, 1909)".  Judges serving in juvenile courts formed since then ensured that young offenders did not get prison time but instead were put in institutions or programs that focused on changing their behaviors. Also, they steered them towards becoming responsible individuals. 
According to Getis (2000), by the 1900s, things had changed entirely as many States and cities in the United States had already changed how they treated children who were committing violent crimes. Many States and Cities like Chicago further ensured that juvenile courts focused on what they called "the best interest of the child."  The sole idea driven by the "child savers" continued to expand until the Juvenile justice system saw the need to include probation programs as they are referred to today, and that now has become the central feature of the Juvenile Justice System. 
Social Services Departments
Besides having probation programs, the Juvenile system has further introduced social service departments. The departments have a more significant role in ensuring that children who commit crimes get the help they need, especially when returning or reintegrating back to the community after completing their reformation program. The departments also ensure that under-age children are not treated as criminals and do not receive severe punishment for criminal activities they perform. In most instances, social service departments take over issues related to the child's "welfare," oversee their treatment and reappraisal with outcomes such as supervisions, care, and providing residential orders that help the child receive the help it needs.  
Conclusion
History has shown how the United States has come a long way in establishing a juvenile justice system and transforming it to ensure young offenders are not punished, but helped to reform their behaviours. So far, they have even improvised things they used to do and how they handled young offenders by implementing a "welfare approach” in the system. Albeit, they still retain a justice-based juvenile approach but focus more on changing young offenders' behaviors rather than punishing them for crimes they commit. 
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